Tragic case of a dog bite in a young child: the dog stands trial.
The authors present the tragic case of an 18-month-old child who was bitten by a dog, causing amputation of the forearm and substantial damage to the cutaneous muscle on his back, shoulder, thorax, and neck. A free latissimus dorsi flap was performed to preserve the humerus from which the periosteum had been torn away. A series of cutaneous expansions were then undertaken to graft skin back onto the back, the armpit, and the shoulder stump, to allow for a mechanical prosthesis. A study of the literature on this subject proves that dog bites are more frequent and serious (sometimes even fatal) in young children than in adults. In view of the current legislation, it would seem that the public health authorities are doing little to resolve this distressing problem.